Sittingbourne Football Club – A short history
The club was started as Sittingbourne United back in 1881. In 1886 it became

Sittingbourne Football Club and played at the Bull Ground in the centre of town. 1892 the

club gained senior status. The club won its first major title in 1897/98 when it won the Kent

League. The Kent Senior Cup followed in 1902.

 After the First World War more senior cup and league titles followed with the club also

enjoying the first of three spells in the Southern League. Success followed and in another

spell in the Southern League Sittingbourne twice in succession missed promotion to the

Premier Division only on goal average.

 The club reached the first-round proper of the F.A Cup in 1962 but lost 3-0 at Hinckley

Athletic. 

 Back in the Kent League Sittingbourne were one of the strongest teams throughout the

1970s and 1980s in an era - unlike the one that followed, when what happened on the field

got more attention than what went on off it! In February 1990, the club decided to sell its

town centre Bull Ground (now Sainsbury supermarket) and buy a 23-acre site on the

town Eurolink estate. A magnificent stadium with a 2,000-seater stand, restaurants, bars,

sumptuous dressing rooms, greyhound track and training pitches was the envy of non-

league football. There was success too, on the pitch when, in their first season at Central

Park, Sittingbourne won the Winstonlead Kent League without losing a game - the only

senior football team throughout Europe to achieve that feat in the 1990/91 season.

Promotion to the Beazer Homes Southern League followed with the championship of the

Southern Division secured in 1993 followed by promotion to highest level achieved by the

club since it’s foundation.

 The ground record was broken five times during that one season with 5,951 spectators

watching a friendly with Spurs and more than 3,000 at the match with local rivals

Gravesend - a Beazer Homes Southern Division record.

 More money flowed in with the £21,000 sale of Neil Emblen and Mickey Harle to MilIwall

before the bubble spectacularly burst. Debts of more than £1 million were revealed, the

team got relegated, the ground was closed for a while despite the intervention of the local

council in taking it over, and the club went into administration.

Somehow Sittingbourne have survived it all and even got back to the Southern Premier

Division during this traumatic time (in Steve Lovell’s first spell as manager), finishing an

equal highest ever eighth before the financial problems again began to bite and relegation

followed .

 A new management committee headed by Andy Spice made great strides in tackling the

debt problem and getting Sittingbourne Football Club back on an even keel financially.

 To ensure survival of the club, the decision was made to move out of the imposing main

stadium and move to another pitch on the complex.

 Sittingbourne faced a number of “unknown” teams in the Ryman Isthmian League for

season 2006-2007. The 2009-10 season, was one of the best since the financial problems,

Sittingbourne being in playoff contention for much of the time but failing at the end. Still, a

9th place finish was no disgrace and for the first time in fifty years, Sittingbourne won the

Kent Senior Cup in front of 618 at Folkstone Invicta.

 For the 2013-2014 season, Sittingbourne decided to leave their home of 10 years and

accept an invitation to move to Woodstock Park a 14-acre area with superb social

facilities   Andy Spice, who almost single handed kept Sittingbourne as a senior club, stood

down as Chairman making way for Maurice Dunk, a Director of the company that holds the

leasehold for Woodstock Park. After a three year reign as manager, Nick Davis and his

assistant Tony Cornwell resigned in February 2018 after the committee decided a budget

cut was necessary when it became clear that Sittingbourne would be unlikely to challenge

for the play offs. Coach, Aslan Odev took over and then in January 2019 Dover Athletic

Academy development manager, Chris Lynch took the reins after a poor run.

After a disappointing end to the now expunged 2019-20 season Chris Lynch resigned to

be replaced by his Assistant Darren Blackburn.

Because of Covid restrictions Darren first full season was 2021-22 when the club had an

early exit from both major cup competitions and finished in a mid-table position in the

league. Nick Davis returned for season 2022/23  but unfortunately a run of 12 games

without a win ended in Nick Davis resigning in early January 2023 and the club brought in

Ryan Maxwell to take his place. Almost immediately the results improved and

Sittingbourne finished clear of the relegation places.

The 2023-2024 season, under Maxwell, was a great improvement with The Brickies

finishing in third place. However promotion was not to be as Three Bridges defeated them

at Woodstock Park in the semi finals of the play offs.

The 2024-25 season was our most successful in recent years. Reaching the Quarter Finals of the

ISUZU FA trophy was the highlight. We lost to Aldershot Town who went on to win the

Trophy. We beat seven clubs from higher divisions in the two major cup competitions. The

highlight was the FA Trophy tie at National League side, Southend United where the

Brickies scored a last minute winner.

In the league a second place finish, that saw a points total of 101 and 117 goals scored,

was not enough for promotion as Burgess Hill Town defeated the Brickies on penalties in

the Play off final.

The 2025-2026 season saw Sittingbourne lose a number of players who had done so well the season before. – all had gone to higher league sides. Ryan Maxwell, though, boosted his existing squad with a number of high quality signings. 
Ryan Maxwell accepted an invitation to become manager of Isthmian Premier Division side, Welling United and Reece Prestedge, Maxwell’s assistant, took over as manager. 
Reece appointed Joe Anderson as his assistant and the two of them continued the great work Ryan started. They finished in the last play off place but went out in the semi final stage when losing 2-0 at AFC Croydon Athletic.

The club became a limited company by guarantee in May 2018 and now has 6 Directors.

